The Phonetics of English PronunciationExercise for Week 5 & 6

1. What consonantal pronunciation problem do the following words have in common?



a) drive,   b) fold,     c) clothe,
d) breeze,     e) web

2.  What other consonantal pronunciation problems do the words contain?


a) ……………………………………………………………………….

b) ……………………………………………………………………….

c) ……………………………………………………………………….

d) ……………………………………………………………………….

e) ……………………………………………………………………….

3.  What is the phonetic difference between the following pairs of apparently equivalent English and German vowels?  (underline the correct answer(s)

a) In „Busch“ and „bush“?    
The English vowel is 
(i) more (ii) less rounded;  (iii) more (iv) less fronted 


b) In „Vater“ and „father“?   
The English vowel is
(i) more retracted  (ii) more fronted  (iii) less rounded


c) In „Katze“ and „cat“?        
The English vowel is
(i) less   (ii) more open;   (iii) more   (iv) less fronted 


d) In „Schott“ and „shot“
The English vowel is
(i) more open  (ii) more closed; (iii) more  (iv) less rounded

    and the American English vowel is  
(v) more fronted  (vi) more retracted

4.  What is the phonetic difference between the following pairs of apparently equivalent English and German diphthongs?  (underline the correct answer(s)

a) In „Haus“ and „house“?    
The English diphthong starts 
(i) further forward (ii) further back;  



b) In „Schein“ and „shine“?   
 The English diphthong starts 
 

(i) further forward (ii) further back 



c) In „Heu“ and „Ahoy“?        
 The British English English diphthong starts 
(i) lower   (ii) higher;   (iii) more or less the same 

and the American English diphthong starts 
(iv) lower   (v) higher;   (vi)  more or less the same. 
