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Praat Scripting
Special symbols in Praat

You can use special symbols within the Picture window or the TextGrid editor. There are
various kinds of symbols which can be displayed using backslash sequences, like European and
mathematical symbols, Greek and Hebrew letters, as well as phonetic symbols.

Take alook at <http://www.fon.hum.uva.nl/praat/manual/Special_symbols.html>or Praat’s
manual for an overview.

Phonetic symbols

To draw phonetic symbols, make sure that you have installed the Charis SIL and/or Doulos
SIL font, for instance from <www.sil.org> or from <www.praat.org>.
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Figure 1: Phonetic symbols in Praat: Consonants (left) and vowels (right)
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SAMPA (Speech Assessment Methods Phonetic Alphabet)

SAMPA is a machine-readable phonetic alphabet which is available for a number of different
languages (see <http://www.phon.ucl.ac.uk/home/sampa/>.

IPA | SAMPA | Example IPA | SAMPA | Example
) p Oper i i: Lied
b b Ober I I bitte
t t Tier e e: Beet
d d dir e E: spat
k k Karten € E Bett
g g Garten ar a: Tat
? ? ver_eisen a a Satz
pf pf Pfahl o: o: rot
ts ts Zahl ) (0] Onkel
tf tS deutsch u u: Blut

ds dZz Dschungel U U Butter
f f fast yi y: stifl
v v was Y Y hiibsch
s s Tasse @1 2: Hohle
z v/ Hase ce 9 Holle
i S waschen al al Eis
3 7 Genie av aU Haus
¢ C sicher oY (0)' Kreuz
j j Jahr ) @ bitte
X X Buch ® 6 Kinder
h h Hand
m m mein
n n nein
Y N Ding
1 1 Lampe
B R Reh

Table 1: SAMPA symbols for German
IPA SAMPA Example IPA SAMPA Example

0 T thin ® { pat
0 D this a A pot
hi T right A A% cut
w w wasp o1 Ol noise
3v 3¢ furs

o @ corner

e /el e /el raise

/65 o/oU nose

Table 2: Additional SAMPA symbols for American English


<http://www.phon.ucl.ac.uk/home/sampa/>

