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ABSTRACT

Under the influence of pre-
sent-day vowel length de-
phonologization the tenden-~
¢y of dephonclogization of
syllabic 1intonation @ has
arisen in Lithuanian urban
soclalects. The basis of
Byllabic 1intonation reali-
zation 1s belng lost. As to
the vocalic and mixed diph-
thongs they undergo essen -
tial gualitative changes.

1., INTRODUCTION

The tendency of dephonolo-
gization of vowel length in
Lithuanian urban socialects
is rather obvious, though
it is not typical to any
Lithusnian dialect /A/. The
results of the experimental
investigation show that
only 4-24% of Unstressed
long vowels in the word fi-
nal position asre being rea-
lised in the fluent speech.
For instance, in the words:
vfry 'men' Gen. pl., kBpa
‘dune' Acc. sng, kéndys
‘motht Nom.pl., l@i@ fdoll?
Adcc.sng. etc, The same phe-
nomena at the beginning and
in the middle of a word eg-
uals to 4-17%.For instance,
qiuolfnas,'oak-wood' Nom,
sng., rikyti 'to smoke! 3
r: ymas ‘writing' Nom.sng.
etC. »

The most specific feature
of present~day urban Lithu~
anian 1s the lengthening of

short stressed final vowels

which ‘was found in 9-24%
cases. This may be viewed
as phonetic specification
of approaching phonclogical
change, which is possible
in typological <field of
long and short vowel  oppo-
sition. For instance, vai-
k .g"children' * Acc. pl,
meZl. 'small'Nom.pl., namb,
'in the house! Loc.sng.etc.
The substitution V°* -» V./
[-stressed] as far as now
is not found in any Lithua-
nisn dialect, nevertheless
it is predicted from the
phonological structure of
the Lithuanian languags
Columnal morphemic accentu-
ation becomes more snd more
-accepted. The reason of
this may be both the fac-
tor of analogy and unifor-
mity of syllabic intona-
tion /3/. For instance, I~
Sial ‘“'relation' Nom. pl.,
Standard form - ry3ial ;
{domus 'interesting'; ido~
mds;-spjuviu !spitf. tr.
8nge.s sgjﬁviu; 8 slis:’
‘gettled’ Acc.pl.; séslius;
pilka 'grey'Nom.=ng.; 'pil=-
kd; mdses - 'fly' Acc.ple;
musas; etc. Though, there
were only 1l-18% of - the
above mentioned cases, it
must be noted, that such
changes take place ite
of Saussure-Fortunatov law,
which is based on the opp-
osition of syllabic into-
nation, One should say that
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hypercorrection becomes a
rather common phenomena .
The extraneous factor in
this change is speakers or
their parents origin from
different dlalects, who ca-
me into closer contact as
communication lmproved, es-
pecially in the second half
of our c¢entury. We nust not
ignore the fact that langu-
age is a system of auditory
signs, and that language
learners acquire the phono-
logy of their language by
ear/1/. It would seem that,
when a learner becomes awa-
re of differences between
his speech and the =speech
of the others, there are
two ways in which he can
adjust his grammar. He can
revise his analysis of the
linguis$ic units in ques~
tion so that his grammar
will naturally produce the
desired output. Or he can
devise ad-hoc rules to co-
ver up the insgdequancy of
his analysis. The resulig
are difficult foresee. The
changes which undergo in
Lithuanian urban socialects
are greatly resulted by the
intertwining of representa-
tives of various dialects.
For instance, the syllabic
intonation of western Lith-
uanian diglects is of dyna-
mic origin, while +that of
eastern ones is  of' quanti-
tative origin/R, 6/«

48 a result of the tendency
of dephonologization of
length of wvowels emergel
the tendency of dephonolo -
glzation of syllabic into-
nation. The main feature of
vowel length opposition of
some Lithuanian dlalects is
tenseness, while of' the
other ones = duration. The
intertwining of representa-
tives of different dialects
in urban sphere allows some
of them to ;accept the pro-
nuncation V., (half-long

#tresspd vowel) instead of
* (13:3 circumflex vowelg
and V° (long acute vowel
a8 a normal one. In this
way the basis of syllabic
intonation realization is
being lost. This is obviou-
8ly seen in stressed mono-
phthongs. 48 to the vocalic
and mixed diphthongs they
undergo essential qualita-
tive changes, which greatly
differ under the influencs
of dialects, Such variety
leads to rule generalizati-
on.
That's why the realization
of syllablc intonation is
more distinctive in the sy-
llables with diphthongal
nucleus. Though, essential
qualitative changes appear
in such dlphthongs, they
nay greatly differ as in
some Adialects the first
component of diphthongs is
more important while for
other dlalects = +the so-
cond component.

2. SPECTRAL ANALYSIS

The spectral pecularities
of acute and circumflex
diphthongs /ai/, /auf /el/
have been investigated. The
experimental corpus congis-
ted of 8 similar word pairs
in which the diphthongs un=-
der the investigation are
between Zoiceless 'cogso-
nants: k iéo - pal3o ko
-~ ka%to, kludo ,- kauéo, i-
kia - pelx a,'éuk,- alk, -
thiko - pajke, keik -peYk,
kéiké - pelké, The spectral
analysis was made according
the computer programm com~
piled by prof. V. Undzénas
at Vilnius University., The
results obtained show that:
a/ the quality of lst com-
ponent of stressed acute and
circumflex diphthongs dif-
fers significantly,

b/ the duratiocnal differen-
ce of such diphthongs is
less significant.
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F. and F2 characteristics
orlfirst components of acu~
te diphthongs are more like
to F, and F corresponding
mono thongg/7/ , with cir-
cunflex being more diffe-
rent (tables 1-3). For ins-
tance, F, and Fa of the lst
component of /8Y/ in the
word 'kalto! (table 1) is
between /o (F.=400 Hz, F.,=

O Hz; compare with ﬂngi
EO, where_F.=400 Hz, F=120
z) and[e] =600 Hz,
1800 Hz) "Nortal”[a*]has
F1=800 Hz, F2=1200 Hz; com-
pare with the first compo-
nent of the word 'tdiko' -
F,=850 Hz, F,=1500 Hz. Fl
ai'!d F,_of £iPst component
of (637 (with circumflex)in
the word fpefkia' resembles
to those of the monophth

; Jau7 (with circum:tl:ﬁ

in the word *kaliSo!' - resem-
bles to /a7.
The comparison of the re-
sults of present investiga-
tion with the ones of pre-
vious Lithuanian dialectal
investigations carried by
other linguists show that
qualitative difference of
the first componente o acu-
te and circumflex diphthongs
is not a unique phenomena in
Lithuanian. There are some
changes of the same kind in
eastern dialects where syl-
labic intonationis of quan-
titative origin. This is
found especially in periphe-
rial dialects. For instance,
the pronuncation of 'kiaQlé'
is [k'ou.%¢,], but of the
word 'kifuras' - [k'zuras],
or like thay from Anyk3diai
—- a word 'kartis' they pro-
nounce [k3r'tis], but a
word 'va¥gas' - tva’;:.gas],
while in a word 'laukas 'the
pronuncation is flaf,kas]
in 'liuzas' it is é duzus].
The changes in western dia-
lects are of different cha-
racter: the vowels of the

F=

’

second component of stres-
sed diphthongs in western
dialects are narrower than
those of eastern, for ings-
tance, [ul] in the word!jiu-
tis! in western dialects it
is pronounced like [Jautis]:
w?ile the_ pronuncation with
[40], [a'] is met only in
eastern dialects /5/,
Because of this speakers
from eastern dialects living
in urban sphere may take ac
acute syllables for circum-
flex ones. The opposition
of syllabic intonation is
realised not only by tone ar
intensity modulation chan-
ges, but by the place of
stress contmst too. The fact
that acute diphthongs are
longer than circumflex ones
in the urban socialect may
be explained by the qualita-
tive characteristics of
stressed diphthongs.

3+ CONCLUSION
The tendency of columnal
stress, the qualitative
changes of stressed diph-
thongs and hypercorrection
show the tendency of depho-
nologization of syllabic in-
tonation opposition in the
Lithuanian urban socialect,
The dephonologization of
long and short vowel opposi~
tion is the main condition
for the above mentioned de-
phonologization, Due to it
the quantitative word stress
is being formed. There is
no opposition of stressed
short syllables in Lithua-
nian. It is typical only
for stressed long syllab-
les. Though at present time
this opposition is disappe-
aring in the long syllables
in the Lithuanian urban so-
clalects, what leads to the
disappearing of syllabic in-
Egnation, the opposition of
(] 1199
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TABLE of F, and F, in Stan-
dars Li).thu}nian (according
to /7/):
. F.=2300 Hz
/3*/  ¥2.7300 Hz
. F,=2100 Hz
/¢'/  ¥2-"350 Ha

., F,=1800 Hz
/e*/  ¥2_"600 Hz

% F.=1200 Hz
/a%/ 800 Hz

900 Hz
400 Hz

600 Hz
300 Hz
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