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FIRST LANGUAGE PHONETIC PERSEVERATION: A THEORETICAL EXPLANATION 

Don Georoe, Univ. Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, Miss. U .S .A .  

The difficulty often experienced in acquiring an accurate 

production o f  the sounds o f  a second language or dialect is  

familiar to a l l .  Scientific research into the structure of the 

brain and the function of  i ts  various parts has thrown consider- 

able light on much that until recently was little known. Assuming 

that total understanding of the entire complex relationships in- 

volved may never be real ized, we may stil l  attempt inferentially 

to reach a possible explanation of  the difficulty generally ex- 

perienced in acquiring a second language phonetic system. 

We shall assume, for purposes o f  this paper, that the 

difference in phenomena observed under controlled laboratory con— 

ditions and phenomena found in the real-life operations of  human 

language are differences o f  complexity and not di f ferences o f  

kind. 

The articulatory muscle movements required for any language 

are stabilized whenever it is found that the sounds being pro- 

duced are acceptable to  others speaking the language. Since the 

phonological system o f  any language is a closed system, while the 

number o f  possible utterances in the language is an open system, 

kinesthetic memory of the phonology is more strongly reinforced 

than any particular syntactic combination. It will be shown that 

internal feedback from kinesthetic memory overrides any differing 

auditory stimulus. The speaker o f  a second language “ fee ls "  that 

the sounds he is producing are the same as those made by the 

native speaker, particularly when the second language has been in- 

ternalized to a high degree o f  fluency. Even when aware of  the 

difference he often finds it difficult to adjust his own articula- 

tory musculature to the dif ference. 

This paper proposes to provide a theoretical base by which 

teachers of second languages may attack the problem of second 

language phonology, and from which further research into the 

application and validity may be undertaken. 
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