
PRosonv 373 

STYLISTIC LOAD OF PROSODIC FEATURES IN ENGLISH 

Yuri A .  Dubovsky, Minsk S ta te  Institute o f  Foreign Languages, 

Minsk, USSR 

The ob ject  o f  this paper is to consider the e f f e c t s  brought 

about by modifications o f  the prosodic text structures and, u l t i -  

mately,  to present some evidence on the sty l is t ic  load o f  prosodic 

features in English. 

Procedure o f  the experiment 

Obtained by way o f  instrumental analy51s, the prosodic 

features for four verbally identical but styl ist ical ly di f ferent 

English text types were synthesized - conversational informal (CI)  

and formal (CF) monologues, a public speech a t  a relatively big 

indoor meeting (PI) and a public speech a t  a very big gathering 

o f  people in the open air ( P O ) .  Each prosodic text  structure was 

transformed so that i t  contained a)  either tone, tempo or intensity 

features o f  one o f  the remaining three t e x t s ,  b )  three parameters 

from three d i f ferent  tex ts ,  thus forming complexes like a)  tone CI 

+ tempo CI + intensity CF, or b )  tone CI + tempo CF + intensity P I .  

Forty l isteners were instructed to s tate whether a t ex t ,  recorded 

in a random sequence, was acceptable for English and i f  s o ,  to  

give i t  some styl ist ic label. 

Conclusion 

The prosodic text structures have different degrees o f  toler— 

ance to modifications to preserve their stylistic individuality. 

The behaviour o f  a prosodic parameter in the tex t  i s  styl ist ical ly 

determined, with various correlations between text  types and pro- 

sodic features. 

The distinctive sty l ist ic semantics o f  the text is created, 

on the prosodic level,  by at  least two prosodic parameters, the 

greatest functional load among which is carried by tone features.  


