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Lexical-Functional Grammar (LFG) 
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Motivation for LFG 
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LFG in a nutshell 
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F-structure 



Syntactic Theory – Lecture 
02.02.2012     

   6 

Grammatical functions 
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Subcategorization 
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F-structure representation: Simple F-structures 
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F-structure representation: Sets 
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F-structure representation: Sets 
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F-structure representation: Attributes with Common Values 
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Attributes with Common Values (cont.) 
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The nature of f-structure 
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Completeness 



Syntactic Theory – Lecture 
02.02.2012     

   15 

Coherence 
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Uniqueness (consistency) 
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Constraining f-structures 
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Functional Constraints (formally) 
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Functional constraints example 
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Functional constraints example (cont.) 
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Functional constraints example (cont.) 
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More functional constraints 
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Disjunction 
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Optionality 
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Optionality (cont.) 
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Negation 
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Existential Constraints 
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The nature of c-structure 
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Example of c-structure 
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Example c-structure 
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C-structure rules 
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Metacategories 
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ID/LP Rules 
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How a string is licensed 



Syntactic Theory – Lecture 
02.02.2012     

   35 

Relation of c-structure to f-structure 
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The Head Convention 
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F-structure/C-structure Regularities 
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Alternate Notation 
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Annotated Phrase Structure Rules 
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Lexical Entries 
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Example of David yawned 
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An example grammar I: The c-structure rules with annotations 
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An example grammar II: The lexicon 
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A sentence licensed by the example grammar 
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The resulting f-structure for the example sentence 
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Extraction: Functional uncertainty 
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Extraction example 
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Extraction example 2 
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Summary 
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