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Speech production organs

[Reetz,1999]

2



Speech production organs
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Phonetic transcription - IPA

▪ Phonetic transcription (standard text)

▪ "The north wind and the sun…"

▪ IPA = International Phonetic Association

▪ aim: universal phonetic alphabet, suitable to transcribe all speech 
sounds of the world's languages

▪ aim: universal classification system for all speech sounds

▪ founded 1886 in Paris

▪ most recent major revision: Kiel 1989 (alphabet: 2015)

▪ Online resources

▪ UCLA index of languages / speech sounds

▪ UPSID database

▪ UdS Audio demo of sounds and languages
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https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/
https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/sites/default/files/IPA_Kiel_2015.pdf
http://www.phonetics.ucla.edu/index.html
http://www.phonetik.uni-frankfurt.de/upsid.html
http://www.coli.uni-saarland.de/groups/WB/Phonetics/page.php?id=sampaMain


IPA: Consonants
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Consonants of German
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Consonants of German

ʔ
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IPA: Vowels
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Vowels: high vs. low, open vs. closed

degree of jaw opening

high-tongue vowels

low-tongue vowels
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Vowels: front vs. back

Vorderzungenvokale Hinterzungenvokalefront-tongue vowels back-tongue vowels
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Vowels: unrounded vs. rounded

lip rounding

-round   +round
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Vowels of German
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Vowels of German

A
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Vowels of German
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Vowel exemplars
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Vowel exemplars
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Vowel exemplars

17



Thanks!
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