
Exercise 2: Transcription
Nov 13, 2023

Bernd Möbius & Omnia Ibrahim

Language Science and Technology
Saarland University

Speech Science
WiSe 2023



 Assignment 1 Answers

Find the IPA symbol and an example word for the sounds described below.

[ç]

[j]  

            [ʒ]

     [b]

    [ʁ]

                [ʃ]

01) bilabial nasal

02) voiceless labiodental fricative  

03) glottal plosive

04) velar nasal

05) voiced alveolar fricative

06) voiceless velar plosive

   [m]

     [f]

            [ʔ]

       [ŋ]

                    [z]

         [k]

07) voiceless palatal fricative

08) palatal approximant 

09) voiced postalveolar fricative 

10) voiced bilabial plosive 

11) voiced uvular fricative 

12) voiceless postalveolar fricative 



Last week’s question: Secondary vs Double Articulation



Interesting findings

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2589004223022812?ref=pdf_download&fr=RR-2&rr=821e4622ae373667 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2589004223022812?ref=pdf_download&fr=RR-2&rr=821e4622ae373667


IPA Chart

Consonants 

Vowels Diacritics  



Pulmonic and non-pulmonic consonants

Non-Pulmonic Consonants: Ejectives, Implosives, and Clicks

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JKP10ARLnzM&t=88s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JKP10ARLnzM&t=88s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JKP10ARLnzM


Importance of Phonetic Transcription

● Description of the sound system of a language

● Description of dialectal variation 

● Language teaching (pronunciation training)

● Clinical linguistics

● Forensic phonetics



Broad vs. Narrow Transcription

• Broad Transcription: includes 
only the necessary details to 
distinguish an utterance

Ex. Paul /pɔːl/

• Narrow Transcription: details 
specific pronunciation of 
utterance

Ex. Paul [pʰɔːɫ]

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7nvBF4QRRzE


 Diacritics



Diacritic Examples - English

• got geese bar raw

• [ɡɑt] [ɡʲis] [bɑɹ] [ɹʷɑ]

• long log nine ninth

• [lɑ̃ŋ] [lɑɡ] [nɑ̃ɪn] [nɑ̃ɪn̪θ]

From Introduction to Linguistics

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-68m9QhzvM (August, 2014)
Patrick Farrellarrington, UC Davis

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-68m9QhzvM


Suprasegmental: English stress

● Primary stress: the loudest syllable in the word. Primary stress is 

marked in IPA by putting a raised vertical line [ˈ].

● Secondary stress: syllables which aren't completely unstressed, 

but aren't as loud as the primary stress. Secondary stress is 

marked with a lowered vertical line [ˌ] 

● Unstressed syllables: syllables that have no stress at all. In 

English, almost all of these have schwa [ə] for their vowel

https://home.cc.umanitoba.ca/~krussll/phonetics/transcription/stress.h

tml 

https://home.cc.umanitoba.ca/~krussll/phonetics/transcription/stress.html
https://home.cc.umanitoba.ca/~krussll/phonetics/transcription/stress.html


Transcription: Exercises

• Exercises: https://tinyurl.com/34t5mpyu

• Answers (phonemic): https://tinyurl.com/2uj2psb7

• Answers (phonetic): https://tinyurl.com/49v52f9w

From An introduction to phonetics and phonology
© Department of Linguistics, Macquarie University, 2000-2014

https://tinyurl.com/34t5mpyu
https://tinyurl.com/2uj2psb7
https://tinyurl.com/49v52f9w


Exercise 2: IPA to orthography



Exercise 1: IPA to orthography - Answer



Automatic transcription



Automatic annotation: BAS

https://clarin.phonetik.uni-muenchen.de/BASWebServices/interface 

https://clarin.phonetik.uni-muenchen.de/BASWebServices/interface


IPA Keyboard

https://westonruter.github.io/ipa-chart/keyboard/

https://westonruter.github.io/ipa-chart/keyboard/


 Assignment 2

Exercises: https://tinyurl.com/34t5mpyu

write a broad transcription: Exercise 6 - passage 1

https://tinyurl.com/34t5mpyu

