
Table 2 Distinctive feature specification of some vowels and consonants of English

i u e o æ j w r l p b f v m t d y ð n s z ts t k g n

Syllabic þ þ þ þ þ þ þ � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
Vocalic þ þ þ þ þ þ þ � � þ þ � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
Consonantal � � � � � � � � � þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ
High þ þ � � � � � þ þ � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � þ þ þ þ þ þ þ
Back � þ � þ þ � þ � þ � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � þ þ þ
Low � � � � � þ þ � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
Anterior � � � � � � � � � � þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ � � � � � � �
Coronal � � � � � � � � � þ þ � � � � � þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ þ � � �
Round � þ � � þ � þ � þ � �
Tense � � � � � � � � �
Voice þ þ � þ � þ þ � þ � þ þ � þ � � þ � þ � þ þ
Continuant þ þ � � þ þ � � � þ þ � þ þ � � � þ þ � � �
Nasal � � � � � � þ � � � � þ � � � � � � � � � þ
Strident � � � � þ þ � � � � � � þ þ þ þ þ þ þ � � �

Based on Chomsky and Halle (1968).
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