PREFACE

Research investigating the production, acoustiak @arception of laughter is very rare. This iskatg
because laughter occurs as an everyday and higittymanicative phonetic activity in spontaneous
discourse. This workshop aimed to bring researctoggsther from various disciplines to present tlieita,
methods, findings, research questions, and ideabhemphonetics of laughter (and smiling). As a Is&e
event of thel6th International Congress of Phonetic Scienaesthink Saarbriicken was the appropriate

place for this workshop.

We have been invited to act as guest editors gbemial issue of the international inter-disciplyar
journal Phoneticawhere selected contributions of submitted longsisrs shall be published next year. In
addition, we hope that a mailing list open to therkghop participants and all other interested rebeas

will continue the exchange and stimulate furthecdssion on the phonetic aspects of laughter.

We were happy that Michael Owren (Georgia Statevéisity, Atlanta) agreed to give an invited talk on
Understanding Acoustics and Function in Spontaneldushan Laughter The planned tutorial plenary
lecture onThe Phonetics of Laughter — A Linguistic Approaochld unfortunately not presented by Wallace
Chafe (University of California, Santa Barbara) @t but Neal Norrick acted as presenter. All three

keynote speakers deserve our thanks.

We would also like to thank the Fritz Thyssen Fatiah for their financial support and the publisSer
Karger for their cooperation. Furthermore we amgeful to the Institute of Phonetics at Saarland/ghsity

for providing the infrastructure and manpower fog torkshop.

On this occasion we would like to thank very mudhreviewers for their support. Special thanks go t

Wallace Chafe for discussing various importanteéssduring the planning of the workshop.
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