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1 Introduction

In two GermanResearclCouncil (DFG) fundedprojectson Sound Pat-
terns andProsodic Phrasing in German Spontaneous Speech (Ko 331/22-
1,2 andKo 331/23-1),the settingup of the Kiel Corpus databaséasbe-
encompletedlts now thelargestorthographicallysegmentally andpros-
odically annotateddatabaseof a single languageworldwide, including
readspeechi{IPDS1994),besideshe datatakenfrom (quasi-)spontaneous
speechdialogues(IPDS 1995,1996,1997), which were analysedwithin
theabore-mentionegrojects.

2 Datcollection

For thecollectionof thespontaneouspeecldata two scenariosvereused:

¢ In the appointement-scheduling scenariawo dialoguepartneranake
variousappointementsn the basisof calendersheetsandacademic
timetables.Most of the speechdataelicited by meansof this sce-
nario were recordedwithin the VERBMOBIL project (Karger and
Wahlster1994)with a techniquethat preventsthe recordingof dia-
loguepartnerspeakingsimultaneouslyWhena spealer keepsa but-
ton pressedhis/herown speechsignalis recordedat the sametime
blockingthe otherspealer’'s channel.This methodwaschosenn the
VERBMOBIL projectfor technicalreasonf easydataprocessing,
althoughit heavily affectsnaturaldialoguecontrolbetweerspealers.

e TheVideo Task scenarioalsoreferredto asDaily Soap Scenario, was
developedatthe IPDS, specificallyfor speechdatacollectionin dia-
logue (Peters2001).In this scenariosimilar but non-identicalvideo
materialis presentedo two subjectssitting in separateooms.After
the presentationthe subjectsdiscussdifferencesand similarities of
whatthey have seenandheard.For the datacollectioncarriedout so
far two tapesweresplicedtogetherfrom a numberof episode®f the
well-knovn Germantelevision seriesLINDENSTRASSE. The video
sequencesn eachtapecaover approximatelyl5 minutesanddiverge
partly asto selection,sequencend completenessf single scenes.
The methodof Video Task datacollectionallows parallelspeecire-
cordingof both dialoguepartners.Thus,naturalinteractionbetween
spealersis notconstrainedThesedataarethebasisfor investigations



4 Peters

of dialoguemechanism# Germanspontaneouspeechreportedin
contributionsto this volume.

3 Quantity of collected speech data

16 dialoguesn total (eachof themcomprisingsevensubdialoguesirom 6
female,8 male,and2 mixedpairsin the appointement-scheduling scenario
wereeditedandpublishedasThe Kiel Cor pus of Spontaneous Speech \Vols.
[-111 (but without prosodiclabels).The 16 dialogueshave a total duration
of approximately240 minutes(approx.37,000consecutre words).

In addition, six dialogueswere recordedfrom 4 femaleandtwo male
pairs by meansof the Video Task scenario.The durationamountsto 80
minutes(approx.13,000consecutie words). Thesedialogueswill be pu-
blishedshortly.

Volumesl andll of The Kiel Corpus of Soontaneous Speech aswell as
the six dialoguesof the Video Task scenaricsenedasthe databaséor the
contributionspresentedn this volume.

4 File names and data processing

Theappointment-scheduling dialoguesarereferencedy g<3digits>a< 3-

digits>, thefirst letter g referringto the dialoguetype (appointment sche-

duling), thesecondettera to theplaceof datacollection(Kiel), thefirst set
of digits to thedialogueandits subsessionshe secondsetof digitsto the
turnsinsidea dialoguesubsessiornlhe LINDENSTRASSE dialogueshave |

for g andthree-lettespealer IDs for thesecondligitsin thesingle-speadr
files.

Theprocessingf the speechdatacompriseghefollowing steps:

¢ Orthographidrandliteration including several specialcharacterse-
presentingohoneticphenomenauchasbreathing pauseandtheli-
ke.

e Automatic generationof a phonematictranscription using the
graphem-to-phonem-modutd the text-to-speech-systerRULSYS
(Kohler1997).

e Segmental labelling onthebasisof theautomaticallygenerategbho-
nematictranscription.
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¢ Prosodiclabelling usingthesymbolicsystemPROLAB, whichis ba-
sedontheKiel Intonation Model (KIM) (Kohler1991).

e Creationof commentaryfilesfor suprasgmentalphenomenshatare
not capturedody theprosodidabelling. They includechangesn voice
guality, FOrange andintensity Thecommentaryiles have only been
createdor the Video Task data.

¢ Labelling of dialoguestructurein relationto differenttypesof turn
change-wersusinganewly developedabellingsystemwhich diffe-
rentiategurn-internalandturn-final prosodicboundariesandamong
the latter overlappingand non-overlappingturn transitions(only for
Video Task data).

¢ Automatictransformatiorof thetransliteratiorandlabellingfilesinto
the KIELDAT databankformat,which providesquick accesgo pho-
netic structuresat the label andacousticlevels with the help of data
bankfunctions.

A large part of the work on the corpuswas carriedout by studentas-
sistantsunderthe guidanceof researchstaf. The transliterationand the
segmentallabelling conformto the corventionssetoutin Kohler, Patzold,
and Simpson(1995). Theinital training in prosodiclabelling took place
by meansof interactve training materialsaccompaping KIM and PRO-
LAB (PetersandKohler 2004).The researchncludedthe completionof
the prosodiclabelling of thedatain both scenario@ndof thecommentary
files for the datain the Video Task scenario So,the entirecollectedcorpus
Is now availablewith orthographicseggmentalaswell asprosodicannotati-
ons— read speech, appointment-scheduling VERBMOBIL andVideo Task
(LINDENSTRASSE), andwill be publishedin a new edition on CD-ROM
shortly.
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