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1 Introduction

In two GermanResearchCouncil (DFG) fundedprojectson Sound Pat-
terns andProsodic Phrasing in German Spontaneous Speech (Ko 331/22-
1,2 andKo 331/23-1),the settingup of the Kiel Corpus databasehasbe-
encompleted.Its now thelargestorthographically, segmentally, andpros-
odically annotateddatabaseof a single languageworldwide, including
readspeech(IPDS1994),besidesthedatatakenfrom (quasi-)spontaneous
speechdialogues(IPDS 1995,1996,1997),which wereanalysedwithin
theabove-mentionedprojects.

2 Datcollection

For thecollectionof thespontaneousspeechdata,two scenarioswereused:

� In theappointement-scheduling scenariotwo dialoguepartnersmake
variousappointementson the basisof calendersheetsandacademic
timetables.Most of the speechdataelicited by meansof this sce-
nario were recordedwithin the VERBMOBIL project (Karger and
Wahlster1994)with a techniquethat preventsthe recordingof dia-
loguepartnersspeakingsimultaneously. Whenaspeakerkeepsabut-
ton pressed,his/herown speechsignalis recorded,at the sametime
blockingtheotherspeaker’s channel.This methodwaschosenin the
VERBMOBIL projectfor technicalreasonsof easydataprocessing,
althoughit heavily affectsnaturaldialoguecontrolbetweenspeakers.

� TheVideo Task scenario,alsoreferredto asDaily Soap Scenario, was
developedat theIPDS,specificallyfor speechdatacollectionin dia-
logue(Peters2001).In this scenario,similar but non-identicalvideo
materialis presentedto two subjectssitting in separaterooms.After
the presentation,the subjectsdiscussdifferencesandsimilaritiesof
what they have seenandheard.For thedatacollectioncarriedout so
far two tapesweresplicedtogetherfrom a numberof episodesof the
well-known Germantelevision seriesL INDENSTRASSE. The video
sequenceson eachtapecover approximately15 minutesanddiverge
partly as to selection,sequenceandcompletenessof single scenes.
The methodof Video Task datacollectionallows parallelspeechre-
cordingof bothdialoguepartners.Thus,naturalinteractionbetween
speakersis notconstrained.Thesedataarethebasisfor investigations
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of dialoguemechanismsin Germanspontaneousspeech,reportedin
contributionsto thisvolume.

3 Quantity of collected speech data

16dialoguesin total (eachof themcomprisingsevensubdialogues)from 6
female,8 male,and2 mixedpairsin theappointement-scheduling scenario
wereeditedandpublishedasThe Kiel Corpus of Spontaneous Speech Vols.
I-III (but without prosodiclabels).The16 dialogueshave a total duration
of approximately240minutes(approx.37,000consecutivewords).

In addition,six dialogueswererecordedfrom 4 femaleandtwo male
pairs by meansof the Video Task scenario.The durationamountsto 80
minutes(approx.13,000consecutive words).Thesedialogueswill bepu-
blishedshortly.

VolumesI andII of The Kiel Corpus of Spontaneous Speech aswell as
thesix dialoguesof theVideo Task scenarioservedasthedatabasefor the
contributionspresentedin thisvolume.

4 File names and data processing

Theappointment-scheduling dialoguesarereferencedby g � 3digits � a � 3-
digits � , thefirst letterg referringto thedialoguetype(appointment sche-
duling), thesecondlettera to theplaceof datacollection(Kiel), thefirst set
of digits to thedialogueandits subsessions,thesecondsetof digits to the
turnsinsideadialoguesubsession.TheL INDENSTRASSE dialogueshave l
for g andthree-letterspeakerIDs for theseconddigitsin thesingle-speaker
files.

Theprocessingof thespeechdatacomprisesthefollowing steps:
� Orthographictransliteration including several specialcharactersre-

presentingphoneticphenomenasuchasbreathing,pausesandtheli-
ke.

� Automatic generationof a phonematic transcription using the
graphem-to-phonem-moduleof the text-to-speech-systemRULSYS
(Kohler1997).

� Segmental labelling on thebasisof theautomaticallygeneratedpho-
nematictranscription.
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� Prosodic labelling usingthesymbolicsystemPROLAB, which is ba-
sedon theKiel Intonation Model (KIM) (Kohler1991).

� Creationof commentaryfiles for suprasegmentalphenomenathatare
notcapturedby theprosodiclabelling.They includechangesin voice
quality, F0range,andintensity. Thecommentaryfileshaveonly been
createdfor theVideo Task data.

� Labelling of dialoguestructurein relation to different typesof turn
change-oversusinganewly developedlabellingsystem,whichdiffe-
rentiatesturn-internalandturn-finalprosodicboundaries,andamong
the latter overlappingandnon-overlappingturn transitions(only for
Video Task data).

� Automatictransformationof thetransliterationandlabellingfilesinto
theKIELDAT databankformat,whichprovidesquickaccessto pho-
netic structuresat the labelandacousticlevelswith thehelp of data
bankfunctions.

A large part of the work on the corpuswascarriedout by studentas-
sistantsunderthe guidanceof researchstaff. The transliterationand the
segmentallabellingconformto theconventionssetout in Kohler, Pätzold,
andSimpson(1995). The inital training in prosodiclabelling took place
by meansof interactive training materialsaccompanying KIM andPRO-
LAB (PetersandKohler 2004).The researchincludedthe completionof
theprosodiclabellingof thedatain bothscenariosandof thecommentary
files for thedatain theVideo Task scenario.So,theentirecollectedcorpus
is now availablewith orthographic,segmentalaswell asprosodicannotati-
ons– read speech, appointment-scheduling VERBMOBIL andVideo Task
(L INDENSTRASSE), andwill be publishedin a new edition on CD-ROM
shortly.
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