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Change in the prevalence of creaky voice across real and apparent time:

Evidence from Australian English and German

In recent years there has been a general perception both in the literature and in lay
commentary that use of creaky voice (vocal fry) has increased. This is most commonly
commented upon in reference to English (particularly American English), and is most
often linked to female speech. However, few studies have empirically examined
whether there has been an increase in creaky voice (with inconsistent findings) and
whether gender differences in the use of creak have indeed changed across
generations. In this presentation, we present the results of two studies analysing creak
prevalence over time in Australian English and in German. In the first study, a real-time
analysis of Australian English was conducted, in which we examined the prevalence
of creaky voice in the speech of Australian English teenagers recorded in the late
1980s and in the early 2020s. In the second study, an apparent-time analysis of
German was conducted, in which we analysed the prevalence of creaky voice in
speakers aged between 18 and 75. The results show evidence of generational change
in the prevalence of creak in both languages that is modulated by gender, with
evidence of increased use of creaky voice by young female speakers in both

languages.



