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Morphology
● Derivational Morphology
● Inflectional Morphology
● Morphological Ambiguity

Reference : Semitic Linguistic Phenomena by Nizar Habash 
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Derivational Morphology

Lexime Meaning = Root Meaning + Pattern Meaning



Derivational Morphology
Root Meaning

● ”KTB = “writing ك ت ب
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Derivational Morphology
Root Meaning

➔ Same Root of different words doesn’t mean they 
have the same meaning

➔ You definitely need the pattern meaning 

➔ This is why Arabic text is difficult to segment by a 
software



Morphology
● Derivational Morphology
● Inflectional Morphology
● Morphological Ambiguity



Inflectional Morphology
Nouns



Inflectional Morphology
Verbs
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Morphology Ambiguity

● Necklace   عقد
● Decade   عقد
● Contract   عقد
● Held   عقد
● Complicated (verb)   عقد
● Knots   عقد

What is really going on here?!!!

Reference: Who knows!



Morphology Ambiguity

The rule of Diacritical marks ( ّ   َ   ً   ُ  ٌ  ِ  ٍ   ْ ):

● o’qd   Nicklace عُقْد
● i’qd   Decade عِقد
● a’qd   Contract عَقْد
● a’qada   Held عَقَدَ
● a’kkada   Complicated (verb) عَقَّدَ
● o’kad   Knots عُقَدْ



Morphology Ambiguity

In Arabic texts, mostly you won’t see diacritics. You need to know them with the help of 
context.
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لإتقان البرمجة تحتاج إلى عقد من التدریب
To master programming you need a decade of practice



Thanks


